
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
Chez Napoleon Restaurant to Close After 65 Years in New York City’s Hell’s Kitchen / 
Theater District 
 
New York, NY — After more than six decades of serving classic French comfort cuisine and 
transporting guests to the charm of old-world Paris, Chez Napoleon Restaurant will close its 
doors on Saturday, January 31st. 
 
Founded in 1960, Chez Napoleon has been a beloved staple of the Hell’s Kitchen and Theater 
District neighborhoods, earning a loyal following for its unwavering commitment to traditional 
French cooking, timeless hospitality, and a dining experience inspired by 1920s Paris. 
Family-run since its inception, the restaurant has welcomed generations of theatergoers, local 
residents, and visitors from around the world. 
 
“Chez Napoleon has been our life’s work,” said the restaurant’s owners, mother & son team, 
Elyane Bruno and William Welles. “We are deeply grateful to the guests who have supported us 
throughout the years and the struggles of owning a NYC restaurant. It has been an honor to 
serve this community; however, too many economic, staffing, personal, and structural factors 
have finally forced us to shutter our small business for good.” 
 
Known for its hyper-traditional French menu crafted by the late Chef Marguerite Bruno — 
including classics such as Boeuf Bourguignon, Canard à l'Orange, Escargots, Frog's Legs, and 
their wildly famous dessert Soufflés — Chez Napoleon became renowned not only for its 
cuisine, but for its immersive atmosphere: cozy dining rooms, vintage décor, and an unhurried 
approach to hospitality that harkened back to another era. 
 
The difficult decision to close marks the end of a remarkable chapter in New York City’s culinary 
history and dining savoir-faire. The final service on January 31st will offer guests one last 
opportunity to experience the restaurant’s signature warmth and timeless charm. 
 
Chez Napoleon extends its heartfelt thanks to its staff, as well as to the neighborhood and 
theater community that supported the restaurant for over six decades. 
 
Reservations for the final weeks of service are strongly encouraged. 
 
For additional information or media inquiries, please contact: 
 
William Welles, Owner 
Chez Napoleon Restaurant 
 
Phone: 212-265-6980 
Email: Bonjour@cheznapoleon.com 
Web: ChezNapoleon.com 


